
Copyright and Licensing  
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�  Copyright policies vary depending on the publisher and the journal.

�  If you publish Gold OA with Wiley, you will retain the copyright under a Creative Commons license,
so you do not need to transfer the copyright.

�  More information is available: www.wileyauthors.com/OAA

WHY IS COPYRIGHT AND LICENSING IMPORTANT?
Copyright is a law that gives the owner of a work the right to say how other people can use it.

Copyright licenses detail the rights for publication, distribution, and use of research. Read your chosen journal’s 
author guidelines for details on the journal’s specific copyright agreement.

Open Access Agreements

Wiley requires authors wishing to make their article open access to sign an Open Access Agreement providing for the 
article to be made available under one of the Creative Commons Licenses in order to meet the terms of open access 
publication and ensure the widest possible dissemination. At the time of writing these guidelines, Wiley uses three 
Creative Commons Licenses: CC BY, CC BY-NC, and CC BY-NC-ND.

The Creative Commons website* explains how these licenses work.

What is a Creative Commons License?

� I t gives the public the right to share, use, and build upon an author’s creative work.

� I t protects the people who use an author’s work, so they don’t have to worry about copyright infringement,
as long as they abide by the specified conditions.

� T here are six main types of CC licenses – the type offered depends on the respective policy of journal or publisher. 
You should understand what you need and what is on offer to ensure you comply.

� T he most common is CC BY – short for Creative Commons Attribution License. This allows anyone to do what they 
like with the article, e.g. build on it and do interesting things with the research, rather than having to ask
or pay for permission – allowing research to be continued and the ideas to move on.

� Y ou can find more information www.wileyauthors.com
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